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Regarding the situation of terminally ill 
children in Germany

In Germany there are currently around 22 000 children and young 

people suffering from life-threatening and life-limiting diseases. 

Each year up to 3 000 of these children die, 550 due to cancer. The 

ordeal of these children often goes on for many months and years, 

and in many cases particularly for their families becomes a pro-

longed mental and physical strain.

The children and their families need effective medical and psycho-

logical help and support. This is the task of palliative care. Palliative 

care includes for example, looking after extremely premature babies 

at the border of life, infants with heart defects, young children with 

tumours, as well as young people with metabolic or nervous system 

disorders or pulmonary disease. Their needs are thus manifold. 

Many children – particularly at the end of life – are in great pain. 

More than two thirds complain of tiredness and lack of appetite; 

more than half the children suffer from nausea, vomiting, dyspnoe 

and anxiety.

To fill a house with life.
Your donation can make  

a child happy



“The worst thing we can do for a  
terminally ill child and his family is  

to make a mortuary out of the  
house while they are still alive.”  

(Kübler-Ross, 2000)

Care of terminally ill children in Germany

The aim of palliative care in the first instance is to make the lives 

of the children and their families more bearable. It always includes 

palliative-medical care and builds on this. This involves, for exam-

ple, alleviating their pain and – wherever possible – providing relief 

of the strain of everyday life.  

The emphasis is on achieving the highest possible quality of life for 

the child and on providing comprehensive support for the fami

ly. Palliative care involves the treatment of the symptoms, making 

available whatever means to ease their burden and providing medi-

cal and nursing care and psycho-social support in the final phase of 

life, until death and in the period of bereavement. 

The palliative care of children in Germany is still in its early stages. 

Gradually a network is forming, the most important goal of which is 

to let children with incurable illnesses live in familiar surroundings 

– and when it comes to the time – to die at home.



The goal is to add life  
to the child’s years,  
not simply years to  

the child’s life

The network of palliative care

The network of palliative care consists of:

Out-patient paediatric palliative care
The patients are primarily cared for by the local paediatrician, along 

with an out-patient child care service, at home. Help and support 

is given to the local paediatrician by specialised paediatricians, 

psychologists and paediatric nurses, whose task is the out-patient 

paediatric palliative care. 

Short-term care and children’s hospice
Both of these provide supportive care for the families, who can take 

advantage of respite care.



“Let us be an oasis,  
where we are enthusiastic  
about life, about every life,  

even about life that requires  
much effort.”  

(Phil Bosmans, no date)

The Children’s Palliative Care Centre 
Datteln

Out-patient care of children at home is always paramount in pallia-

tive care. However, when out-patient care reaches its limits, then 

hospitalisation becomes necessary. 

It is hard to imagine that up to now there has been no appropriate 

in-patient care for the suffering of these children and their families. 

In contrast to the situation for adults, there are world-wide no pal-

liative care-units for children and young people. We have decided to 

do something about this and to close the current gap in care. In the 

grounds of the Children’s Hospital Datteln, Witten/Herdecke Uni-

versity the first Children’s Palliative Care Centre in the world will be 

built in 2008/2009.

Our goal cannot be achieved alone – we need your help, your in-

volvement and ask for your financial support.

Just how you can help is explained in the following pages.



The Children’s Palliative Care Centre 
Datteln
Phase I – “Lichtblicke” Care-Unit

The Children’s Palliative Care Centre Datteln is planned as a new 

building to be constructed in the grounds of the Children’s Hospital 

Datteln. 

In the “Lichtblicke” ward, medical and nursing care of patients will 

be carried out as well as support of families by an interdisciplinary 

and multi-professional team of paediatricians, psychologists, paedi-

atric nurses, educationalists, pastoral carers, creative therapists and 

qualified volunteers.

Colours and light are essential elements which influence our well-

being. We have been able to enlist the help of the artist Andrea Behn 

to decide on colour schemes and advise on lighting arrangements, 

as well as their implementation.

Our Wish – Your Involvement 
For the construction of Phase I we need a total of  

2.33 m. Euro 

Initial Donations 

1 x 1 000 000 Euro or 2 x 500 000 Euro for site 

development and structural work

Top Donations
4 x 250 000 Euro or 8 x 125 000 Euro for completion of 

the interior, including fixtures and fittings

Large Donations
1 x 80 000 Euro for artistic and design features

7 x 25 000 Euro for the patients’ rooms

1 x 25 000 Euro for the reception area

2 x 10 000 Euro for the doctor’s room



The Children’s Palliative Care Centre 
Datteln
Phase II – Forum for families and further education

While their sick children are undergoing treatment in the “Licht

blicke” care-unit, parents have the opportunity to stay in one of the 

guest apartments in order to be close to their children. Those fami-

lies have the opportunity to get to know each other and can receive 

support from our multi-disciplinary team. Siblings can take part in 

music and art programmes. In addition multi-professional further-

education seminars on paediatric palliative care are offered based on 

an innovative concept unique to Germany.

For Phase II we have also asked the artist Andrea Behn to advise us 

on colour schemes and lighting.

Our Wish – Your Involvement 
For the construction of Phase II we need a total of  

1.63 m. Euro 

Initial Donations 

1 x 650 000 Euro or 2 x 325 000 Euro for the basic con-

struction

Top Donations
4 x 200 000 Euro or 8 x 100 000 Euro for completion of 

the interior, including fixtures and fittings

Large Donations
1 x 50 000 Euro for the conference room

1 x 30 000 Euro for artistic decoration

1 x 15 000 Euro for the multi-purpose recreation room

1 x 10 000 Euro for the parents’ kitchen

5 x 9 000 Euro for family apartments

1 x 10 000 Euro for the parents’ common room

1 x 10 000 Euro for the music and art room

1 x 10 000 Euro for the brothers and sisters’ room



The Children’s Palliative Care Centre 
Datteln
Phase III – The Grounds

The outside area will be in the form of an enclosed courtyard. Plant-

ing will take place according to the seasons. In addition, particular 

emphasis will be placed on the active sensory perception of the 

patients. The garden will provide a place to either just spend time or 

as a retreat for parents and siblings. A stream will meander around 

the garden.  Paved paths will provide easy access for those in wheel-

chairs. In front of each patient’s room there will be a disabled-acces-

sible terrace with climbing plants at either side.

Our Wish – Your Involvement 
For the construction of Phase III we need a total of  

150 000 Euro 

Initial Donations 

1 x 44 000 Euro or 2 x 22 000 Euro for planting the roofs

1 x 35 000 Euro for laying the paths

Top Donations
1 x 25 000 Euro or 2 x 12 500 Euro for the sensory garden

1 x 15 000 Euro or 2 x 7 500 Euro for the stream

Large Donations
1 x 10 000 Euro for landscaping

Small Donations
7 x 2 000 Euro for the individual terraces

1 x 2 000 Euro for plants

10 x 500 Euro for benches and tables



Friends, partners and sponsors 

Karl-Josef Laumann, Minister of Employment, Health and Social 

Affairs of North-Rhine Westfalia, welcomes and supports the con-

struction of the Children’s Palliative Centre Datteln.

Cornelia Funke, Los Angeles (author of children’s books)

Cem Özdemir, Berlin (Member of the European Parliament)

Wera Röttgering, Münster (Herzenswünsche e.V.) 

SEB Foundation, Frankfurt

Pia Castro-Özdemir, Berlin; Günter Röttering, Münster; neues 

handeln, Cologne; Oktober Kommunikationsdesign, Bochum;  

Dr. med Reinhold Knorr, Castrop-Rauxel; the model construction 

group of the Voluntary Fire Service Datteln; Brigitte Haring, Marl; 

Cathryn Backhaus, Münster.

Our Wish – Your Involvement 

Account name: “Lichtblicke Care-Unit” 
Palliativstation für Kinder und Jugendliche

Vestische Kinder- und Jugendklinik Datteln

Volksbank eG, Waltrop

Account number	 100 268 111
Sorting code	 426 617 17

Account name: “Forum for Families and  
Further Education”
Vestische Kinder- und Jugendklinik Datteln

Volksbank eG, Waltrop

Account number	 100 268 112
Sorting code	 426 617 17
Volksbank eG Waltrop · Am Moselbach 9 · 45731 Waltrop
BIC-SWIFT: GENODEM1WLW
IBAN-Nr. : DE 09 4266 1717 0100 2681 00
Bank-ID-Nr.: DE126337510



Contact 

Dr. Martina Klein
Development and Finance

Telefon:	049 23 63/97 51 71	
Fax:	 049 23 63/97 51 81
Mobil:	 049 1 72/5 16 71 76
E-Mail: 	 M.Klein@kinderklinik-datteln.de

PD Dr. Boris Zernikow
Head Physician and Initiator of the Children’s 
Palliative Care Centre

Telefon: 049 23 63/97 51 87

www.kinderpalliativzentrum.de

With grateful support from:


